  LINCOLNSHIRE NETBALL LEAGUE RULES and REGULATIONS 2009/10
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU SEND IN YOUR ENTRY
Depending on the final number of entries (closing date is 31st July 2009) all age groups will be played in leagues with one or two divisions.

Lincolnshire County Netball committee (LCNA) will decide which team is placed in which division.

All clubs/teams with players under 18 must be registered with England Netball for CAPS (see website).

All age banding is taken as of 31st August 2009.

Senior and under 19 teams will play all other teams in their division on a HOME or AWAY basis.  The top two senior teams in division one will be eligible to enter the Regional League Qualifying Tournament held in June 2010.  The under 19 league is county based only although any under 19 player may also play for her own club’s senior team.
Under 16 teams will be placed in two leagues (depending on the number of entries ) and should play each other on a HOME and / or AWAY basis before the end of the year when the top two teams in each league will automatically go to play offs to find the two representative teams to compete in the regional league.  U16 matches will then continue January through to March to find division one and division two winners.
Under 14 and Under 12 teams will play Central Venue Leagues (Sleaford, Horncastle and Lincoln as alternating venues).  The first and second placed under 14 teams at the end of the league will go to represent Lincolnshire at the East Midlands Regional Tournament (end of March or beginning of April 2010).  Under 12 matches will end at County Level. U11 players may also play up to U12 if necessary.
Under 11 (High 5) – A grand prix system will be introduced.  Selected venues will host U11 High Five Tournaments which clubs can choose to enter or not.  Points will be awarded to teams according to where they finish and these will accumulate over the season with the teams with the highest number of points being awarded the Champions trophy at the 2009/10 Presentation evening. Entry fees will be collected for each tournament. Details for each event will be sent out by the organiser.

Officials - all senior, under 19 and under 16 matches must be umpired by a minimum C award qualified umpire.  Under 14,12 and 11 matches should ideally have the same ruling but anyone working towards a C award test to be taken this season will be permitted to umpire.  
LCNA are providing courses, mentoring and local testing on a regular basis – contact Mandy Hall (umpiring secretary) for more details 01529306537.
All teams should also provide a scorer – the two scorers stand together if the match is outside or sit together at a scorers table when inside.  Scorers must be away from the team bench and they must shout out the score after each goal.   Scorers and team captains must sign the score card.

Senior, under 19 and under 16 teams must also provide a timekeeper (this person can be the scorer if volunteers are not forthcoming) who also sits at the officiating table.  Teams failing to provide a scorer/timekeeper will be deducted one point.
All members (including the U12 and U11’s) of squads must be affiliated to England Netball before the 11th September.  Online affiliations are available on the England Netball website – 2009/10 fees are £30 each adult and £21.50 each junior under 18 (these figures include National, Regional and County levies).  No unaffiliated player will be permitted to take to the court as not only will they not be insured but by them playing, all other affiliated players on the same court are also not insured. Affiliations will be checked with England Netball on a regular basis.
Any team wishing to play up an under age player must put a request to the LCNA committee.  If sanctioned then this player may not play in her usual age group.  However, under 19 squad players may also play for the senior squads for this season.

Clubs can register any number of affiliated players for their squad.  Additional members can be added by telephoning/texting or emailing the league secretary (Paula Hill 01754 769156 / 07826 565796    paula.hill@fsmail.net) with details BEFORE the match commences but of course they must be affiliated through England Netball first.
Clubs wishing to put two or more teams in the league can name a minimum of 8 players for the first team with no limit to those named in the second team.  Players from the second team can be played in the first team but once they have played 2 first team games they must become part of the first team squad and will not be allowed to play for the second team again.

Players named in the first squad cannot play in the second team. Players may only play for one team in the Lincs League (except under 19’s who may play for their club as seniors as well and U11 who may be used in the U12 matches too).
Entry fees are £20 for senior, under 19 and under 16 teams (with all matches paid for by the home team and all travel expenses paid for by the players) and £15 per team for under 14, under 12 and under 11 (a court fee on the match/tournament day of £10 per team will also be collected – no increase for the last 4 seasons). Additionally a deposit of £50 per club and £20 if entering just as a team will be collected.  Any team defaulting will loose £5 from their deposit.  Any remaining deposit monies will be returned at the end of the season.
Senior, under 19 and under 16 HOME teams to arrange matches with their opposition by the required dates with venue directions being confirmed by letter or email at least one week before the match, unless otherwise verbally agreed.  All of these matches to be played indoors, 4 x 15 minute quarters, up to 3 minutes between quarters and up to 5 minutes at half time. 
Home teams (senior, under 19 and under 16) to provide light refreshment for the away teams after the match unless previously agreed to the contrary.

Under 14, under 12 matches will be 4 x 10 minute quarters with up to 3 minutes between quarters and up to 5 minutes at half time. Each club will run the administration desk at least once through the season.  Admin duties are simply explained on the admin box.
Under 11 tournaments match times will depend on the number of entries.
Points will be awarded as follows:  5 for a win, 3 for a draw, 2 to a losing team losing by 4 goals or less and 1 point to a losing team scoring 50% or more of their opponents score.

Senior, under 19 and under 16 teams MUST ring/text/email in the match score to the league secretary no later than 10pm on match day and both teams must also send in a FULLY COMPLETED (look at all parts of the form) score card within one week of the match.  Failure to ring, text or email in the score will result in the loss of one point.  Two such infringements will also mean a loss of £5 from the deposit as too will the failure to send in the results cards within one week. 
Late arrivals – any team arriving more than 15 minutes late (except in exceptional circumstances) for a senior match will forfeit the match and receive the appropriate penalties. U14 and U12 teams should arrive at least 15 minutes before their match in order to keep to the central timing. All teams should allow extra travelling time.
Cancelled matches – part of your commitment to entering the Lincs League is to play the matches but if due to exceptional circumstances a match is cancelled the following will apply:

· Non offending team to receive 5 points and 30 goals

· Offending team to lose 5 points 

· Offending team pays any court fees arising from the cancellation (on production of receipts)
League Secretary – Paula Hill, 68 Lincoln Road, Skegness, Lincs. PE25 2EE 
                                01754 769156     07826565796    paula.hill@fsmail.net

